MG kick-start

By NEIL DOWLING

PERTH-BASED Sprintex
Superchargers has given
the conservative MG ZT
sedan a real kick in the
rear bumper.

Now the supercharged
ZT220S, below, becomes the
latest model of the Rover
75-based sports sedan to hit
the Australian market.

The supercharged model is
priced at $9900 above the
standard ZT180’s $56,990

base price — the separate
cost because Sprintex in
Perth undertakes each con-
version.

ZT220S will be available in
manual and automatic.

MG Rover Australia says
the car has about 20 per cent
more power and torque than
the standard 2.5-litre V6, hit-
ting 165kW and 288Nm
respectively. The car wil
accelerate from rest to 100km/h
in a brisk 7.1sec.

Managing director of MG
Rover Australia Michel De
Vriendt said the standard
ZT180 was an oustanding car
in terms of handling but there
was an opportunity to en-
hance its overall performance.

‘““The Sprintex Super-
charger development pro-
gram has allowed us to do
this,” he said.

The conversion — which is

covered under MG Rover’s
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anty — sees a fabricated inlet
manifold replace the original
unit, secondary fuel injector,
control ECU, boost bypass
value, mounting brackets and
a twin-screw supercharger.

Manual transmission ver-
sions are also fitted with a
higher-rated clutch.

Sprintex Superchargers is a
wholly owned subsidiary of
Australian Automotive Com-
ponents and was established
in the UK more than 25 years
ago.

The company relocated to
Australia in 1987 and has been
producing and developing its
patented twin-screw super-
charger for clients around the
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